
JP Cullen employees and B2L students build wooden
rowboats at the Southeastern Wisconsin Carpentry Training

Center in Pewaukee.

October 20, 2017

Greetings from The Falk Group,

Allow me to share an example of a collaborative approach to addressing workforce
development issues in Milwaukee. It involves a consortium of industry and education
experts, public, private and charter school administrators, business leaders,
foundations and philanthropists working together to solve two very big and real
issues that impact the economic health and social fabric of our community.

The problems: 1. Too few young people in Milwaukee neighborhoods are graduating
high school prepared for today's workforce. 2. There is a shortage of qualified
workers for Milwaukee employers who need skilled trades professionals. 

The Conversation: In 2014 industry leaders and educators in Milwaukee came
together to talk about this problem. Industry leaders explained the shortage of
qualified workers, particularly in the construction trades; educators from private,
public and charter schools emphasized the need for hands-on career and technical
training to prepare students for STEM and skilled trades careers. These educators
were not just looking for job-shadowing experiences, but rather real head and hand
learning experiences that would showcase jobs that are plentiful and good-paying in
the city, and introduce students to adults who were modeling those job skills and
work ethics necessary to be successful.

The Solution: The Building2Learn Consortium (B2L) today is connecting students
with industry leaders and resources outside the walls of their classrooms,
contributing to learning through focused enjoyable work-based experiences.

By participating in Builders' Clubs and Builders' Camps, B2L students are
completing practical, enjoyable building projects, such as the wooden rowboats they
built and rowed at the B2L Boat Launch & Celebration of Apprentices.

B2L students take ownership
of their learning and pride in
their craftsmanship. Teachers
from B2L schools work closely
with skilled trade and technical
experts from various
companies (CG Schmidt,
Trane, JP Cullen, Pieper
Power, to name a few) and
other B2L industry partners
incuding the North Central
States Regional Council of
Carpenters to deliver
instruction that emphasizes
work ethics and yields
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Steve Ryan, President
RyTech, LLC

measurable, industry
standards-based technical skills. Private, charter and district-operated public
schools participate in this collaboration so they don't have to go it alone when it
comes to improving project-based learning and STEM education.

The Results: B2L students are graduating ready for jobs as Registered Apprentices.
And they are being hired by B2L's industry partners - who desperately need them.
Please read more from the perspective of 6 of our industry partners in
this oped: "Filling the pipeline for construction workers in Wisconsin," Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel Crossroads, Oct. 15, 2017.

If you are interested in learning more, please send me a note.

Lastly, I'm proud to report that I have joined the Friends of the Haggerty Museum of
Art Board of Directors. Fellow board member Judy Doerr and I are co-hosting a
special VIP event on Nov. 8th. Please see below for details. I hope you will join us. If
you haven't yet seen the Haggerty Museum, you really must. It's such a gem in the
heart of Milwaukee.

Sincerely,
 

Susie Falk
414.232.2562
sfalk@falkgrouppr.com

What's New in Search Engine Optimization

Falk Group proudly partners with RyTech LLC for our clients' web site and
SEO needs. Please enjoy this SEO update from RyTech's Founder and
President Steve Ryan. And please email me if I can help set up a meeting for
you to learn how PR and your presence on the Internet work together for
maximum SEO.

Google continues to push for a more secure user
experience. Not only have we seen a positive correlation
between secure (HTTPS) websites ad rankings, but
recently Google also announced it would start warning
visitors of non-secure connections when any data is being
collected. This warning isn't just for credit card data or
social security numbers, this is for all contact forms. Even if
it's simply a name and e-mail address, users will be notified.

This is a greater push by Google to increase the user
experience of a website. The ongoing trend continues to be
that the more user friendly the website, the better it's going

to rank in search engines. Whether that be a faster loading website, more
thorough article, or in this case, a greater sense of security.

Steve Ryan
Founder & CEO | RyTech, LLC
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An Invitation to a Haggerty Museum of Art VIP Event and Tour

Rick Schaefer, Water Crossing, 2016, charcoal on vellum, 96 x 165 in.

Sip & See
Haggerty Happy Hour

Wednesday, November 8

Haggerty Museum of Art

5:30 - 7:30 pm
Sip some wine &

See the new shows!

Enjoy informal tours of two of the museum's exhibitions led by
Dr. Sarah Schaefer, curator of

The World Turned Upside Down: Apocalyptic Imagery in England, 1750-1850

&

Emilia Layden, Haggerty Museum of Art Curator of Collections and Exhibitions,
Rick Shaefer: The Refugee Trilogy

Hosted by Friends of the Haggerty Museum of Art 
Board Members Judy Doerr and Susie Falk

 
Register online or kindly respond to Mary Dornfeld at 414-288-7290

or mary.dornfeld@marquette.edu if you will attend. 

Go here for information about the museum's location, and parking.
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We hope to see you there!

 

Please connect with us on our favorite social sites
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